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1. Why is TRL Needed?

2. Curricula: Necessary But Not Sufficient

3. Educator Knowledge: Maximum Outcomes Depend On It

4. Calls to Action for Those in Positions of Power



What is 
The Reading League?
TRL is a nonprofit whose 
mission is to:

• advance the awareness, 

• understanding, and 

• use of evidence-aligned 
reading instruction.
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How Did TRL Begin?
• Study of instructional design 

in clinical settings

• Divide between typical 
teacher prep and knowledge 
of science

•Working in isolation – need a 
league of like-minded 
stakeholders
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There is an evidence base.
•50+ years of research in multiple 
disciplines
•Largely convergent
•We are committed to building the 
pipeline from research to practice
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NAEP 2019

Percent of Students At or Above 
Proficient

2022 = 33%         2022 = 31%

Grade 4 Grade 8
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We all have 
responsibility.
Know the research, 
reflect, and respond
Honestly evaluate 
current practices and 
stop doing what is not 
working
Support each other in 
building evidence-
aligned knowledge and 
practice
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Curricula:
Necessary But Not Sufficient



Knowledge Matters 
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The Best Curriculum in 
the World
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It’s an instrument. 

The effectiveness of an 
instrument is dependent 
upon the knowledge of its 
user.
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Educator Knowledge:
Outcomes Depend On It



Educator Knowledge
We cannot assume that 
educators, regardless of 
their certifications and/or 
years of experience, 
possess the knowledge to 
enact evidence-aligned 
literacy instruction.  
However, it is certainly not 
their fault.
(Binks-Cantrell, Joshi & Washburn, 2012; Binks-Cantrell, Washburn & Joshi, 2012; Cunningham, 
Perry, Stanovich & Stanovich, 2004; Cunningham, Zibluski, Stanovich & Stanovich, 2009; 
Spear-Swerling & Zibluski, 2014; Stark, Snow, Eadie & Goldfeld, 2016) 
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Don’t we all have unfinished learning?

A Roundtable Discussion
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y19FV1TbZq4


The other knowledge gap
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Binks-Cantrell et al. (September/October 2022, p. 20). 

“Curricula alone are not able to 
respond to students’ needs in real 
time and make in-the-moment 
instructional decisions based upon 
the continual informal assessment 
that happens through observation 
and interaction during instruction.”



The “Best Weapon Against Reading Failure”

•Quality reading instruction

•What’s needed for that? Advanced professional 
knowledge and general teaching strategies (Shulman, 1986)
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Binks-Cantrell et al. (September/October 2022)



We can’t teach what we don’t know

•Educators showed misunderstandings of

• language structures in phonology, phonics, 
morphology

• foundational aspects of language 

•concepts related to fluency, vocabulary, and 
reading instruction
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(Wijekumar et al, 2019; Duguay et al., 2016; See Binks-Cantrell et al. (September/October 2022)



Teacher educator knowledge 
matters
“Preservice teachers who were taught by teacher 
educators with higher levels of knowledge of 
basic language constructs performed significantly 
better than preservice teachers taught by less 
knowledgeable teacher educators – and even 
outperformed the less knowledgeable teacher 
educators themselves.” 

(See Binks-Cantrell et al., 2022, p. 22).
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Decision maker knowledge matters 
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Binks-Cantrell et al. (September/October 2022). 
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Calls to Action for 
Those in Power



Where can you start?
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Download for FREE or 

purchase hard copy at 

thereadingleague.org
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Thank you for your commitment to building 
educator knowledge and 

increasing student achievement

Become a “Leaguer” at
thereadingleague.org

maria@thereadingleague.org


